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the brief struggle between Spain and the United States. He traces the remote 
origin of the instinct of war back to the brutish passions and vagaries of barbarous 
multitudes or "hordes, " of which the followers of the Mahdi furnish a recent type. 
The defects of Greek and Roman civilization, and of course the militarism 
incident to it are then passed in review. This enables Signor Ferrero to analyze 
keenly the prevailing conditions in the Ottoman Empire, the "death throes" 
of which he finds to be a heritage from the bellicose convulsions of ancestral 
hordes and a manifestation of impotence before the giant strength of a Euro- 
pean civilization whose real development is one of peace. The Napoleonic Wars 
constitute a natural prelude to the particular forms of militarism as evolved in 
the contemporary history of France, Italy, England and Germany. The char- 
acter and purposes of the militarism prevailing in these countries are examined, 
and the relative influence of Caesarism and Jacobinism noted on the conditions 
more especially of the Latin states. A study of the economic forces that now tend 
to militate against war concludes the book. These, the author hopes, may usher 

in "the age of Pax Christiana of longer duration and more glorious 

than the Pax Augusta." 

The historical method of treating the theme has led the author at times to 
lengthen his illustrative episodes unduly. Stilted phrases and numerous 
errors, also, which occur in the translation diminish the force of the propositions 
advanced, although they do not greatly obscure the earnestness and logical 
power with which Signor Ferrero has marshaled his deductions from the past 
and assumptions from the present. The impartial reader, nevertheless, is hardly 
convinced that the primary instincts of the human race have become so altered 
in the course of civilization as to render the love of country any the less sensitive 
to dishonor, or the desire for national and individual aggrandizement any the 
less inclined to profit by an opportunity, even at the risk of war. 

William R. Shepherd. 
Columbia University. 



Tenement House Problem. Including the Report of the New York State Tenement 

House Commission of 1900. By various writers. Edited by Robert W. 

de Forest and Lawrence Veiller. Pp. xxx, 470; 516. Two vols. Price, 

$6.00. New York: Macmillan Company, 1903. 

These volumes contain more helpful material on the housing problem and 
ways to meet it than any score of volumes hitherto published. They will be 
classics wherever public or individual interest in the housing conditions of the 
working classes exists. In fact, they will be needed wherever social needs are 
scrutinized and social wrongs challenged, for, while primarily devoted to housing 
they contain valuable chapters on tuberculosis, the social evil, public baths, 
immigration policy, playgrounds and park systems. Very properly is the study 
designed as a "contribution to the causes of municipal reform, to report progress 
made, and to guide progress still to come." These volumes are the production 
of two men who more than any others were responsible for the successful installa- 
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tion of New York's Tenement Department, as well as for the agitation leading 
immediately to the legislation creating that Department. 

The first volume, of nearly five hundred pages, is devoted to problems 
peculiar to tenements. The historical resume" is followed by a critical exposition 
of the essentials of the tenement problem and the essentials of remedial and pre- 
ventive policies. This discussion is of interest to builders, and statesmen, as 
well as lay students. The chapter on the period 1834-1890 is of a high order of 
historical writing, it seems to the reviewer, in that it marshals facts and lines 
them up "according to height. " Essentials stand out so clearly that even casual 
reading shows both the greatness of the ideals and the weakness in execution of 
the organizations that waged the early battles against overcrowding. True, it is 
easier to see in retrospect the need for sustained effort and eternal vigilance than 
it was when distinct gains seemed to have been achieved. But to us who review 
the history of over a half century of agitation, the lesson is clear. An incomplete 
victory means sure defeat, or to paraphrase the Indian hater, ' ' the only safe prob- 
lem is a dead problem. " 

Descriptive matter follows containing facts with regard to housing in various 
American and European cities, with interesting illustrations. Special studies 
are added on The Non-Enforcement of Laws in New Buildings, Fires and Fire- 
Escapes, Back-to-Back Tenements, Sanitation, Small Houses for Working Men, 
Financial Aspects of Recent Tenement House Operations in New York, Specula- 
tive Building, The Tenant's Side, The Inspector's Side, Tuberculosis in Tene- 
ments. 

The second volume of about five hundred pages deals with the collateral or 
incidental problems mentioned above. Here again illustrations render excellent 
service in telling the story of baths, playgrounds, etc. The various appendices 
give the proceedings of the New York Commission, testimony, etc., the new code, 
the act which created the present department, other proposed legislation, valu- 
able data as to rentals, and illuminating schedules which will help wherever an 
investigation is intended. 

William H. Allen. 
New York City. 



Contemporary France. By Gabriel Hanotaux. Translated by John Charles 
Tarver. With portraits. Vol. I. (1870-1873). Pp. xiv, 696. Price, 
$3.75. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1903. 

M. Hanotaux brings to the writing of his "History of Contemporary France" 
an unusual combination of abilities as an historian, for he combines with the 
scientific training of a man of letters a practical experience derived from having 
been premier of France some years ago. Moreover, the "atmosphere" of the 
period of which he writes was actually breathed by him. As he himself says, 
speaking of the war of 1870: "I was at that time sixteen. The generation to 
which I belong was barely emerging from childhood : it saw everything, its intellect 
was matured by that cruel spectacle. I came to Paris to begin my studies some 
months after the commune. The city was dejected and there were traces of 
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